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PAYING FOR THEIR OWN FOLLY

Three men arrested for cheating on the TouristiiReScheme

Two male Indian nationals — Pakkiri Mohamed Abidatim, 43, and Perumal Sugumaran, 42 —and a
Singaporean man, 74, were arrested for cheatinth@ourist Refund Scheme by conspiring to retdin 1
pieces of “Goods and Services Tax (GST) refundedie]lery in Singapore. Pakkiri and Perumal wereheac
sentenced to a Court fine of $3,000 or, in defdhiee weeks’ imprisonment. Investigations aré stioing
for the Singaporean offender. The jewellery invdlweas worth more than S$18,000, with GST exceeding
$1,000.

2 On 6 June 2011, Pakkiri approached @ustOfficers at the GST Refund counter at the ttaarsia of
Singapore Changi Airport Terminal 2, holding a pgowontaining 11 pieces of jewellery and their passh
receipts. He was scheduled to depart for India thtet day. After collecting the GST refund for feavellery,
Pakkiri proceeded to the transit area and handedtbe pouch to a Singaporean man, who was |atedfto
be holder of an airport access pass. Pakkiri teénfor the boarding area, after tearing and disgpshe
receipts.

3 The Singaporean man placed the pouch insideduiep and left the transit area. He then proceeded
to the Departure Hall, where he was joined by Patu@ensing that something was amiss, Immigration &
Checkpoints Authority officers moved in to checktbem, and found the pouch of jewellery on Perutdal.
was arrested immediately. The Singaporean man adidirP were also apprehended. Investigations by
Singapore Customs revealed that Pakkiri had planmddave the jewellery with Perumal, and to cdlliéc
back on the following Friday upon his planned retto Singapore. Aware that he was not allowed togbr
goods into Singapore after the GST claims for sgobds had been made, he sought help from the
Singaporean man to hand over the jewellery to Pakum

4 The Tourist Refund Scheme is for tourists toralai refund of the GST paid on the goods that are
brought out of Singapore. Tourists must personalind-carry the purchased items for inspection,tiget
refund claim form endorsed by Singapore Custonisa and then bring the goods out of SingaporbeOt
persons receiving or in possession of such godds e refund claim form has been endorsed bydpioige
Customs would be committing an offence under th& G&.

5 The Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore andy&pore Customs take a serious view of foreigners
who make false declarations to Singapore Custoriisetd and abuse the Tourist Refund Scheme. Strong
enforcement measures, including prosecution, wiltaken against such offenders. When convictednd#rs

can be fined up to $5,000 or, in default, jailedagix months for the offence.



6 The Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore andy&gore Customs advise all foreigners and retailers
operating the Tourist Refund Scheme to abide byhes of the scheme. Information on the schemebean
found in the e-Tax guides, 'Guide to Visitors onufist Refund Scheme’ and 'Guide to Retailers opagat
Tourist Refund Scheme’, on the Inland Revenue Aitthof Singapore website wivw.iras.gov.sy, or the
Singapore Customs website/nvfw.customs.gov.9gunder ‘Information for Travellers’.

7 Members of the public are encouraged to stayarigiand to report any information on evasion of
customs duty or GST to the Singapore Customs Hotliat 1800-2330000 or email to
customs_intelligence@customs.gov.sg
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The jewellery found in the pouch. (photo courteSimamigration & Checkpoints Authority)



